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gUmiHG OS HOSPITAL SHITS 

Ships ueed for hospital purposes date back hundreds of years, 
as early as 450 3* c* we find resords of ships used for Hospital 
purposes, in the Athenian Fleet. 

The ships were a far cry from the floating hospital ships of the 
present J# £• Uavjtf aeroy Float* Yes, even th<* old "Red Rover", a 
wood burning side wheeler one of the well known ships used by the Morth 
in the war between the states, to transport patients up the Mississippi 
Hirer to the northern hospitals was considered the h st word as a 
hospital ship in that day. 

Ships sorely for transporting patients were used in t: e Spanish 
American and World «ar I* 

Adequate care of tho health of the mn a t sea was an idea 
developed through the ooaturies* Slow ve know that the best medical 
attention we can give ia not only hum altar ian but practical * It 
prevents the spread of disease, restores men to service, and maintains 
morale* The slogan of the fecdioai i-epartment does not sound only in 
words, "To Keep as Many Men at as tinny uund as Many ifcys as Possible," 
it has been shown in the performance of duty of the Medical Departasnt 
aboard ahips in peace and war* 



The need for a ship to bo actually a floating hospital lad long 
boon recognised by all count riss. However, it was not until 118 years 
a ft or tho Medical Lepartiaent and eight years after the Nurse Corps 
was ostablishsd as a part of tho Regular Savy that tho construction of 
ship designed solely as a floating hospital wee authorised by Congress 
1916. 

The tf«&»3» Kelief or the "White Lily" as she wac sailed was the 
f iret of Its kind to joi* the fighting fleet of the 3avy and follow it 
into all waters. 

This ship wss unique - as she had twelve women aboard, 12 nurses ■ 
the only woman to be In the 'J. S. ^leet # 

The duties of these 12 novmn was varied, just as in any general 
hospital, for that is what ths relief was - tho floating hospital for 
the Fleet. 

The Navy tfurae must be an instructor and administrator as .well 
as a skilled professional in the Cursing Arts. For at sea, as in 
shore hospitals, hospital oorpoaen ars taught the oars of the siek 
and wounded. A nurse is in charge of each d epartaent, responsible 
to the dootor for the ears of his patients* She manages the fterds. 
Operating Roe as, special Diet Kitchen, S.3 and other speeial 
departments, at the usi tins instructing the Corpsnen who work with 
her. 

The Hospital Corps prior to «Vorld «iar II had a nine nonths course 
in theory and practice in a Hospital Corps school in the States* They 
were then sent to a i5<*se Hospital for an apprenticeship, prior te 
foreign or eea duty* It is the Nurse's responsibility to see that 
these Corpsmcn are well trained in Hurting, for they will eventually 



be ordered to &ar Ships* and base* whore it is not considered 
f edible to haw Havy $urses. Aboard a hospital ship they have tho 
opportunity to see end learn by oaring for illnesses and oasualties, 
under the supervision of a trained nurse* 

Sons of the host s sperlenee for the future ooourred during the 
eruiee of the U.S.S. Belief on the last Fleet lisneuver* held prior to 
World Mir II, in the spring of 1940* This was a long cruise for the 
ship, she was away from her anchorage at San Podro, Calif ♦ the has* 
port of the fleet for ever one year* The Belief stayed with the Fleet 
and took part in the war *aneu7ers . 

It was not unusual to get a radio at s sags from one of the chips 
day or night that a ssan needed emergency treatment. If we were under- 
way, a rendevous would he arranged by radio, and the patient taken 
aboard at sea. One X remember very well - the message ease from a 
destroyer - "Man with pulmonary hsaorrhage ~ hospitalisation necessary* 11 
The rendevous was arranged* In the weantlae preparation was made* all 
equipment and personnel ready when the patient was taken aboard. Bxpert 
medioal attention including X-ray, laboratory, oxygen tent. ete. were 
at hie disposal. 

To take suoh a patient aboard at sea was quite a trick. The 
patient wae seeured in a stokes streteher, at either end lines were 
as cured, by whip hoist he was swuhg up and abowwd the hospital ship. 
There was no unnecessary handling or Jostling of the patient. The 
asdioal officer wee on deek to reoeiv* him, he was immediately carried 
to the ward in the save streteher and plaoed In a bunk. For if he 
needed an X-ray it oould be taken by portable in the ward. Ae a 
result of suoh rapid removal to the Hospital Ship and prompt treatment, 



aany a day of illnoss, and aany & mn ma aarod to aorv* tho Navy, 

It was not unusual to r ooolwo asssagos to proparo for oasos of 
aooidontal gun shot wounds 9 fraoturoa f asphlxlation burnoa or ooaaunloablo 
dlaoaoos* What over was noodod tho hospital ship was wall proparod and 
roady to furnish* 

All Bfavy ships havo faoilitios for oaring for tho si ok and woundod 
tho largo ships haro oxoollont faoilitios* But whoa a patlont nsods 
partloular earo* X-ray, laboratory studios, treatasnt that my last owsr 
a poriod of tim ho is always sont to tho Hospital Ship* 

An iafootfraa or otunloablo dlsoaso oould oauso havoo on a mn of 
war, if allowod to run through tho orow musing an opldoaio* Tho 
hospital ship has ftollltlos for isolation and It la auohbottor to soad 
thooo moos to tho Hospital tthip rathor than taking a ohanoo of it 
bsoomlng an opldmio - wo all know how true It is, "An ounoo of pro- 
voation is worth a pound of ouro« M 

Pood Is an important itoa* spoolal dlots would bo difficult to 
proparo on one of tho othor ships. But tho Hospital Ships haro a 
Spoolal Diot Kitohon, mnagod by a %fy Hurso who is a Dlstltian* Sho 
mn furnish a diot • bo it Slppy - Kotogonlo or High Qtlorlo In this 
Spooial Diot Kitohon just as wall as It would bo proparod In a boo 
hospital ashoro* 

Physio and hydrothorapy aro also availablo* This is snothor moo 
whoro a mn modiwg suoh t root wont would bo a loss to his ahlp if ho had 
to tako tim to go to a baso hospital for thoso troatmnts* Whsrms may 
a ma aan oom aboard for troataont, Just aa an out patlont in a bam 
hospital* Anothsromaplo of oensorratlon of tim and oxponso* 

Tho doatal dopartamt novor wan tod for patlonta* Many a mn night 
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hare had to leave lilt duties with the float because of tho naod of dontal 
treatment If it had not boon for this woll equipped department* Tho 
proothotio laboratory wao a a woll oquippod aa any dontal center. Tho 
dontal technicians wore always woll occupied repairing and making 
noodod bridge* and p la too* Tho majority of thooo patients woro troatod 
ao out pationto , oo did not also a day of duty* 

Tho fyo* Ear j Hose and Throat Dept. wao woll oquippod with tho 
latest machines and instruments* Befraotlons, routine eye exams, 
bronohos copies, tonsillectomies, submucous resections woro daily treat* 
aonts and operations* We thought nothing of doing torn to twelve tonsil- 
lotomies in a morning, and in tho afternoon, have bronchoscopies or 
eye operatione. As many ao twenty refractions would be done in a 
morning* There wao no work too delicate to do* This mas always a buoy 
department and a moot interesting one* 

Tho Operating Booms woro prepared to handle any surgery. A 
competent nurse, and anesthetist instructed tho Corpsmen in scrubbing, 
and assisting in surgeiy, preparation of supplies, oolootioa and oaro 
of instruments* 

Tho need for a lurse skilled in psychopathic nursing la one of tho 
necessities. Even tho all recruits are given a thorough examination, 
and put through "boot" training oampe, many a boy on going to soa, 
cannot adjust to tho different life or is upset by worries at home, 
causing intorforronoo with porformanoo of duty, others are just mentally 
ill or as wo express it, "real psyoho cases •" Pationto are sent aboard 
for consultation, and treatment if noodod* Many a oaoo after having 
consultation with tho Psychiatrist and proper understating by those 
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la attendance en the wards, can return to duty* It la Mat important 
that tha Corp ansa bars tha instruction in proper treatment and care 
of these saaaa and abla to understand tha problem that My arise* 
Tha flareea aa these wards all trained la Kursing oare af the Mentally 
111 - Mat have had a post-graduate course In Meuro-psyohiatry • 
Treatments suoh aa Insulin therapy. Sodium amytal, netrotol, sold 
packs, eedatlre tubs, tat used when indicated* 

While working with tha fleet during thlo period many things were 
learned which were af value to us during World War IX* *hile an fleet 
maneuvers we worked under battle conditions, learned how to evacuate 
tha patlante aad abandon ship with speed aad accuracy* We traveled 
"blacked out", and ana 'thing learned from this was tha neceesity af 
being able ta have tha lights onat all times If needed la tha Wards, 
whisk ware located off the tipper decks. At first Ughta ware fixed 
aa they would go off whan tha daare ware opened, bat this Just wouldn't 
work far one might be In the act af giving aa intravenous, measuring 
medicine or performing som intricate servioe for the patient* All 
entrances to wards than ware made inside, and black out ventilators 
plaoed lm the part holee at sundown, enabling us to have all lights 
an after dark* 

We alaa carried on the Relief a field haapltal unit for landing 
with an expeditionary foraa or far any aid whan a hospital would be 
needed ashore. Personnel far this unit ware assigned from tha a hip* 
x hia unit was eat up in pearl Barber during maneuvers, and it waa 
good experience, for Mat of tha personal that eat up this unit 
were attmhed ta a similar unit during tha paet war* 



ftfcay a pe son during thli war asked what wo 414 am hospital ahlpa 
during paaaa tine? My answer la what 4a you 4a daily la a general 
hoepitalt that la your answer. 

World Iter II found ua with two hoapital ahlpa, the 9*8.8. SOUCI, 
a converted ahip waa added to the Paolfie Float in the fa,U of 1941. 
The Relief oatae to the Atlantic at that tine. Sot until the firat of 
1944 414 wo hay* more hoapital ahlpa, the 088 Bountiful, Samaritan 
and Refuge were addod. Thoro wore four In tho Paolfie and one In the 
Buropoan area. By tha and of tho war, wo had 17 hoapital ahlpa. 

To toll you of tho lurelng on a Hoapital Ship In War Tlae, It 
eanteet be related by tho one I waa aboard, tho 0.8.8. 8anaritan or 
tho "Sonny* aa wo called her. fhia ahlp served with tho invasion foroea 
for throe tripe to Saipan, 1 to dua», 1 to Polollou - 8 to Xwo Jlna 
and 8 to Okinawa, boaldo being tho baao hoapital for awhile at Ollthl 
in tho Carollnaa. 

Tho a ar brought tho Hoapital Ship right into the fight. At Xwo 
Jlaa, tho Saner Itan lay within one silo of ah we. It waa hero tho 
ahlp waa hit, fortunately the eholl did not explode, for tho ahlp waa 
loadad with pationta, work earrlod on usual. Patients were brought 
in aa aoon aa SO minute e after injury. Oaaoa wore nalnly fraoturea, 
ohoat, abdoadnal and head injur lea, burna rare. Tho weather waa 
qui to oool, aa a roault aany were treated for ahook. 

Tho pationta wore unloaded right at tho gangway plaood on tho 
after well deck, whore nodloal office re aee<gno4 to tho embarkation 
duty, ohookod tho pationta for conditions and typo injury. Bo waa 
aeelgned and tagged for a ward, lower or upper bunk or surgical bad 
aa oondltlon indicated, and taken direct ly thoro by waiting stretcher 



bearers* If X-ray was iaperatiTe and not eontranladieated at the time, hi 
waa taken dlreetly by the X-ray department to eliminate furthor hardline * 

Wham ho arrived at the Ward, olothlng was removed, ho wan oh a oka d 
for heaerrhage, shook and eto* - than placed in tha bunk. If ho was in 
shock, ho has given plasma fbllowod by a litor of dextrose. Wo had 
plonty of fro ah blood aont by air from tho etatea, it was uaod to good 
advantage* tho dootor had todrpend on tho judgment of tho Jfursee in aany 
of tho emergency treatment a* Bo waa notifiod of any pat i ant that needed 
treatment expedited, otherwiae wo had a routlno to follow in oaoh kind 
of ease* Tho Nurses and Corpsmen gave all tho blood and plaaaa* 

We got tho patlonta bathod and oloanod up aa aoon aa poaalblo for 
thia wo found waa aoro comforting than drugs in aany oases* 

There woro 5 largo Operating Rooms, ono for Orthopedic, ono for 
Cheat and Abdaalnal and ana far BEST surgery* Two rooms woro converted 
lata 0*R. rooms, whoro wounds woro dobridod and drosaod with aalfanillaido 
oryatala and vaseline gauaa applied* 

All fraotura aaaoa had aaata appliad aad in oaao of foaur fraoturoa 
pins woro inserted* 

Okinawa gave no aany burns, those patlonta woro aoot unooafortablo 
and it was a Job to keep their moral up* Vaseline gauso waa uaod on the 
body* penicillin ointment or rase line on tho faoo* these patlonta wore 
usually in shook aad dehydrated* They aoodod plenty of plaaaa, a high 
protein Intake and root* 

Feoding was quite a problem, ao many en all wards woro helpless* 
Feeding takes time and aany people* Wo assigned ambulatory patients 
to help no food* 

n 

Also a patient waa assigned aa "WaterBey" In oaoh ward. It waa hie <±° 



to aake the rounds - every hour - give the patients water. He wis 
taught to rsoord ths amount taken whoa it wss required* The tabulator? 
patients wars really a fife saver to us, for oao folt six hands were aoodod 
rather than two* 

Beside the nursing r*eorde had to ho kept. Is siaplifisd that 
part Tory quickly - unless it was aa unusual case, all rooord was kept 
on the T.P.I, shoot* This worked out quite well. 

When wo wore loaded to capacity, another hospital ship acred in 
and wo acred out with our load to Ouaa or Saipan* For siaee all cervices. 
Any* Sary # Marine, Coast Guard and *crshexxt Marine wore carried on our 
ships, it aado no difference to which hospital they wore sent* 

During this trip hack, wo had tiae to clean the patients thoroughly - 
all in which it was not eontra~indieatcd - wore given a shaapoo before 
wo got into port* All oasts changed, had thea in 4.0 condition when 
wo seat thea off to the hospital ashore* 9, MO easoe were carried oa 
the Samritaa with lees than ljt aortallty* 

One of the Horses additional duties was that of the lid Cross 
worker, aided by our two chaplains. By writing directly with the patlonte 
wo learned aany worries and trouble • the boys had that they aight act hare 
otherwise ejprcsscd* They felt free to talk and discuss with us the 
probleae confronting thea. Many of those could be quietly solved without 
the patient giving aueh thought* to the foot ho was discussing it with us. 

The nurces, clean aad neatly gioacd looked good to those boys* 
lo aattor if one looked like &my ^charts - to theco boys, fresh froa the 
aad *\nd dirt* to see a clean Aaerioan woaan in a crisp white uniform did 
slot for their aoralo. But the Morse aaet have a good, untiring eease of 
huaor to aateh the wits of the lads • injured er act* 



Ifcuqr things on bo said of tho Talus of tho hospital ship to 
tho float. O^o out standing foot it tho offoot on soralo of having 
tho Hospital Ship with tho float « Tho fooling that horo io a haron 
in oaao of sioknoss or injury whon far from host* givos ooafort 
and onoouragoaont to aon and of floors allko* 



